A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE
his best work.1 Although less great than his pupil, John Hunter,
Pott did much to place surgery on a rational basis and to bring
it into line with the new thought in physiology and medicine.
Why Think?    Why not Try the Experiment?
In 1748, JOHN HUNTER (1728-93), youngest of the family of
eleven children, set out on horseback from his home at Long
Calderwood, near Glasgow, to join his brother William in London,
and reached his destination in about a fortnight.2 John had no
inclination for scholarship but had an insatiable curiosity regarding
"birds and bees and grasses" and all the works of Nature.
William, ten years his senior, set him to dissect the upper limb,
and the excellence of his work as an anatomist was immediately
apparent. John also commenced the study of surgery under the
two great surgeons, Cheselden and Pott. The life story of John
Hunter has been so often narrated by numerous " Hunterian
Orators " that it need only be briefly sketched.3 Threatened
by tuberculosis, he was advised to seek rest in a warmer climate,
and this advice he followed by enlisting in the army and serving
as a staff surgeon in Belle Isle and Portugal for four years.4 During
John's absence on military service, his brother William was
assisted by WILLIAM HEWSON (1739-74), a brilliant young man
who demonstrated the existence and function of the lymph vessels
in animals, and established the fact that the coagulation of the
blood was due, not to a solidification of the corpuscles, but to a
substance in the plasma which he called " coagulable lymph," later
known as "fibrinogen." Hewson died from septicaemia following
a dissection wound at the age of thirty-six.6
When John Hunter returned from Portugal he commenced
those vast researches in comparative anatomy and physiology to
which the remainder of his life was to be devoted. He taught
anatomy, although he was never a good lecturer, and on one
occasion he asked the porter to bring in the skeleton so that he
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